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LIKE VS. ACCEPT 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 

Mark 1:4-11 

4 John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And all the country of Judea and all 

Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, 

confessing their sins. 6 Now John was clothed with camel's hair and wore a leather belt 

around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And he preached, saying, “After 

me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to 

stoop down and untie. 8 I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with 

the Holy Spirit.” 

The Baptism of Jesus 

9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 

Jordan. 10 And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens 

being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came 

from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 

 

 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, Amen. 

 

Baptism. In the weekly Confirmation Class we talk a lot about Baptism. In fact, an 

outside visitor to the class might think it’s odd we spend so much time talking about 

something that happened just once in our lives. Something that many of us cannot 

even recall any more than we can recall having our umbilical cord snipped or our 

diapers changed. Not only do we talk about Baptism a lot. We speak of our Baptism 

with the kind of reverence usually reserved for conversations about adoption. But 

that’s what Baptism is. Adoption.  
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A pastor and his family were traveling to Europe. They were not going on vacation. 

They were on their way to adopt two children. The pastor and his family needed to live 

for at least 6 weeks in that country to complete the adoptions. The congregation 

where he had been pastor for only one year was incredibly supportive, giving him time 

away from the congregation and helping him raise the needed money with 

fundraisers. The pastor and his spouse and their two children flew overseas to adopt 

the children. The children to be adopted were at an orphanage. One of the two 

children to be adopted had scoliosis and was in a wheelchair. Within a couple of visits, 

that child was starting to say “papa.” In which country did that adoption take place? 

Ukraine. In that place of violence and uprising, two children found acceptance. They 

were adopted, not knowing how they will turn out, not knowing what sort of health 

problems or behavioral problems they’ll have in the future. Without question and 

without assurances, they were accepted into a family. They were accepted as now 

belonging to that family.  

 

That is what God does in Baptism. Acceptance. Belonging.  

 

There is a difference between accepting someone and merely liking them. When 

Jesus was baptized by John in the Jordan River, did God accept Jesus, or did God 

merely like Jesus?  

 

There are opportunities for people to be liked on social media. On Facebook and 

Twitter you can post a message. If someone agrees with the message you’ve posted, 

there’s a place where they can indicate that they liked it. On some social media like 

Twitter and Tumblr it’s even possible to have followers: folks who like what you say so 

much that they want to read every message that you post. People can have 

thousands, even millions of such followers, people whom they’ve never met. 

 

 

So how much does that being liked even mean? Not much at all. Those followers 

don’t really know the person they’re liking and following. We all need other people. 

God said that it is not good for us to be alone. Folks need something more, though, 

than to just be liked by people who don’t really know them.  
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That’s why some are saying that even though people are more connected than ever 

before because of the Internet, folks are also lonelier than ever before. Why? Because 

folks need more than to just be liked. What they need is to be accepted. 

 

When Jesus was baptized by John in the Jordan River, did God merely like Jesus, or did 

He accept Jesus? “In those days, Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was 

baptized by John in the Jordan. When He came up out of the water, immediately He 

saw the heavens opening and the Spirit descending on Him like a dove. And a voice 

came from heaven, “You are My beloved Son; with You I am well pleased.” These 

words are personal. These words speak of love. Here God calls Jesus His Son. God is 

saying here to Jesus, “I love You. I’m holding on to You. No matter what, You are 

mine.”  

 

That’s what Baptism is. It’s not just “I like you.” Baptism is “I accept you.” 

 

This speaks to how we interact with people. Now, we all know our manners. Plus, as 

Christians we have been taught from Scripture the importance of showing hospitality. 

But it is one thing to welcome folks, to like folks, but it is another thing to accept folks – 

with all the love and respect and caring that goes with accepting people. 

 

Often we operate on the model of behave, believe, belong. If you prove to us you 

can behave, then we will help you learn what to believe. If you prove to us you can 

behave and have learned what to believe, then we will treat you as though you 

belong. We will accept you. The thing is no one did that to us. When we were 

baptized, we were just accepted. No one had any assurances as to how we would 

turn out. No one knew if we would behave or not. No one knew what sort of 

behavioral problems we might have. We were simply accepted. We were simply 

accepted as adopted by God and belonging to the family of Jesus.   
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Acceptance is what we received. In the new birth in Jesus Christ in Holy Baptism, 

applied to us was the bearing of our sin and guilt that Jesus did on the cross in His 

death. On that basis alone, God accepted us in loving forgiveness and pardon. On 

the basis of our Baptism alone, God restored us to Himself and restored us to His 

purposes for our life.    

 

See how this affected Jesus. At His Baptism, He receives God’s total acceptance. 

Then, Jesus goes forth to interact with people who are demon-possessed, who have 

leprosy, who are outcast due to the nature of their sins. And what does Jesus do? He 

accepts them. He receives the demon-possessed and casts the unclean spirits out of 

them. He receives the leprous, accepts them, touches them, and heals them. He 

receives the outcast, eats with them, loves them, preaches to them, and adds them to 

His followers, with no assurances that they will behave and as it turns out they do at 

times prove to have little faith at all. In other words, Jesus did only what had already 

been done to Him. He accepted folks, as He had been accepted. Before they proved 

that they could behave and before they had learned what to believe, Jesus 

accepted them. He accepted folks, even as He had been accepted. 

 

At the lowest point in His life, when He was abandoned by God at the cross, what 

followed was the keeping of God’s baptismal promise to Him. God raised Jesus from 

the dead, keeping the promise that Jesus was His beloved Son with whom He was well 

pleased. By raising Jesus from the dead, God continued to accept Jesus as His Son.  

 

So, also, at our lowest moments the same Father who raised Jesus from the dead 

remembers the promises He made to us at our Baptism.  He remembers that we are His 

own beloved and adopted children. That He will accept us even at our lowest 

moments, even when we have a hard time accepting ourselves. 

 

We do now to other folks what has been done to us. We accept them as God has 

accepted us. Without question and without assurances, we treat them as though they 

belong. We trust that as the Lord accepts them He will restore them to His purposes for 

their lives. We treat folks as though they belong. We trust that as they hear from us of 
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Jesus’ importance to our lives, they will believe. We trust that as they believe so too 

behavior will follow.  

 

Belong, believe, behave. That is how Jesus treated folks and how He has treated us. 

He treated us as though we belonged, and His people treated us as though we 

belonged. From the very first, He accepted us as we were, adopted us as His own in 

Baptism. Our Baptism empowers us to accept others in turn by reminding us that 

wherever we go and whatever we may do, yet God continues to love us, to accept 

us, and to hold onto us.  That is so much more than just being liked or welcomed. 

Amen 


